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The Loess Plateau 
黄土高原

Wang, et al. “Ecologically 
asynchronous agricultural practice 
erodes sustainability of the Loess 
Plateau of China”(June 2010), 
Ecological Applications 20(4):1126-
35 DOI:10.1890/09-0229.1



Aerial view of terraced fields, Tianshui天水, Gansu



Wang, et al. “Stepwise decreases of the Huanghe (Yellow River) sediment load (1950-2005): Impacts of climate change 
and human activities” (June 2007) Global and Planetary Change 57(3-4):331-354 DOI:10.1016/j.gloplacha.2007.01.003



Tianshui
天水



Panorama of eroded landscape
Tianshui (October 1943)

Source: W. C. Lowdermilk Papers, ca. 1912-1969 
Bancroft Library of the University of California, Berkeley 



Tianshui Water and Soil Conservation Experiment Area 
天水水土保持实验区(1943)

Source: W. C. Lowdermilk Papers, ca. 1912-1969

Bancroft Library of the University of California, Berkeley 



Building 
terraces in 
Tianshui 

(ca. 1955)

Source: 天水水土保持科学试验站资料室





Source:《人民画报》 10 (1957). 

Deng Fenqin邓粉琴



Wushan
武山

《甘肃省的水利
水土保持》 1958.



Dengjiabao
邓家堡



Dengjiabao (1957)

《建设山的榜样：邓家堡》 1958.



Dengjiabao
1956 and 2019

Top: https://dy.163.com/article/FRKFED3K0543HZQ2.html
Bottom: Photo by author.



“The heroes waging war in 
Dengjiabao swear to raise 

Dengjiabao’s red flag 
higher and higher”

大战邓家堡的英雄们宣誓：要
使邓家堡的红旗高举更高举

(1958)

《甘肃省的水利水土保持》 1958.



Waging the Great 
War in Dengjiabao
大战邓家堡 (1958)

Source: 天水水土保持科学试验站资料室



Waging the Great 
War in Dengjiabao
大战邓家堡 (1958)

Source: 天水水土保持科学试验站资料室
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《邓家堡水土保持典型调查报告（初稿）》(1961) 黄河水利委员会档案馆 2.1 2 T1-2-12
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《邓家堡水土保持典型调查报告（初稿）》(1961)



480

500

520

540

560

580

600

620

1956 1957 1958 1959 1960 1961

Dengjiabao population

《邓家堡水土保持典型调查报告（初稿）》(1961)



Li Xuding
黎绪定





Dengjiabao, 2018/2019
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