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Aerial view of terraced fields, Tianshui X<7K, Gansu
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Wang, et al. “Stepwise decreases of the Huanghe (Yellow River) sediment load (1950-2005): Impacts of climate change
and human activities” (June 2007) Global and Planetary Change 57(3-4):331-354 DOI:10.1016/j.gloplacha.2007.01.003
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Panorama of eroded landscape
Tianshui (October 1943)

Source: W. C. Lowdermilk Papers, ca. 1912-1969
Bancroft Library of the University of California, Berkeley



Tianshui Water and Soil Conservation Experiment Area
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Bancroft Library of the University of California, Berkeley
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Building
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Story Maps

Women and Water and Soil
Conservation in 1950s Gansu

This StoryMap contains a set of maps and images that supplement my article “Water
Has Aroused the Girls’ Hearts': Gendering Water and Soil Conservation in 1950s

China” in the journal Past and Present.

You can access a pdf version of the article here.

‘WATER HAS AROUSED THE GIRLS’
HEARTS’: GENDERING WATER AND
SOIL CONSERVATION IN 1950s CHINA*

I
INTRODUCTION

In the decade after the founding of the People’s Republic of China
(PRC) in 1949, the upland village of Dengjiabao in Wushan
county, in the north-western province of Gansu, gained renown as
a national model in state-led efforts to curb erosion in order to
prevent downstream sedimentation in the Yellow River and its
tributaries, and boost agricultural production in the Loess Plateau
through water and soil conservation (shuatu baochi).

I first went to Dengjiabao in 2017 to investigate how local
cadres persuaded rural people to implement land and water
management measures during the 1950s and how they
championed their village as a model in nationwide conservation
campaigns. While conducting the fieldwork, I had the
opportunity to interview an elderly woman named Deng Fengin,
whose image had appeared in an article on Dengjiabao’s water
and soil conservation achievements published in 1957 in the
high-profile national periodical the People’s Pictorial (Renmin
huabao) (see Plate 2). Deng Fengin hadn’t known that the
People’s Pictorial had published this photograph of her and her
late husband. When I showed it to her, it moved her to tears,
and her family crowded round to look at it. My interviews with

* 1 should like to thank Peter Braden, Thomas Chan, Janet Chen, Niall
Chithelen, Sakura Christmas, Shumeng Han, Stevan Harrell, Weijing Lu, Erika
Milam, Ruth Morgan and Sarah Schneewind for their comments on carlier versions
of this article. Research for the article was supported by a British Academy Mid-
Career Fellowship and a Research Grant from the Chiang Ching-kuo Foundation
for International Scholarly Exchange.

Past and Present, no. 255 (May 2022) © The Past and Present Society, Oxford, 2021
doi:10.1093/pastj/gtab009  Advance Access published on 29 September 2021
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Dengjiabao (1957)
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Dengjiabao

1956 and 2019

Top: https://dy.163.com/article/FRKFED3K0543HZQ2.html
Bottom: Photo by author.



“The heroes waging war in
Dengjiabao swear to raise
Dengjiabao’s red flag
Pﬁgherandrﬁgheﬂ’
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Waging the Great
War in Dengjiabao

RERBZRKE (1958)

Source: KKK +RFR ARG LR R =



Waging the Great
War in Dengjiabao
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Source: RIK/K T RFHRFIX W AR =



Water and soil conservation work-days in Dengjiabao
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Total crop production in Dengjiabao (jin)
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Per capita crop production in Dengjiabao (jin)
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Li Xuding
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